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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

News Media Advisory  

32nd Military Police Company to receive 
Valorous Unit Award for Iraq service  

 

The 32nd Military Police Company, Wisconsin Army National Guard, will receive the Valorous 
Unit Award for extraordinary heroism in action when they were deployed in and around 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

The award will be presented in a ceremony at the Oconomowoc armory, 1215 Wall Street, 
Saturday, Dec. 10, at 12:30 p.m. 

The unit, based in Milwaukee with a detachment in Madison, sent about 180 soldiers to Iraq in 
May 2003 and returned to Wisconsin in July 2004.  During its 14-month tour of duty, the unit 
lost one soldier, Spc. Michelle Witmer, the first female soldier killed in action in the history of 
the National Guard; and 35 Purple Heart Medals were awarded to soldiers wounded in action. 

In the midst of ongoing hostilities, the unit’s soldiers also found time to visit disabled Iraqi 
children in an orphanage run by the Sisters of Charity, Mother Teresa’s order of Catholic nuns. 

The Valorous Unit Award is given for “extraordinary heroism in action against an armed enemy 
of the United States.”  The award recognizes heroism by a whole unit equal to that for which an 
individual would receive the Silver Star.  The 32nd Military Police Company will be the first 
Wisconsin Guard unit to receive the award in the history of the Wisconsin National Guard. 

The awards will be presented by Maj. Gen. Al Wilkening, the adjutant general of Wisconsin, and 
by. Brig. Gen. Kerry Denson, commander of the Wisconsin Army National Guard. 
 

#    #    #    #
 

Note:  News media organizations are welcome to cover the ceremony.  Although no 
advance arrangements are required, it would be helpful if interested news organizations 
would advise us if they expect to attend.  Please call 608-516-1777.   
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